
Postovani svi, 
 
Skrecem paznju na Ljetnu skolu "What Is Life? - Scientific and Philosophical 
Perspectives" koja ce se odrzati u razdoblju od 31. kolovoza do 4. rujna 2026. u sklopu 
sluzbenog programa Inter-University Centre (IUC) Dubrovnik. 
 
Detalje mozete saznati na slijedecoj poveznici: https://iuc.hr/programme/2122 
 
 
Skola je nastavak projekta "EUPhilBio" o kojem detalje mozete vidjeti ovdje: 
https://www.ffrz.unizg.hr/euphilbio/ 
 
 
--- 
Sazetak opisa i ciljeva Skole: 
 
"Six basic approaches can be identified in attempts to define living matter: (i) 
Aristotle's intuition of life as animation, i.e., a fundamental and irreducible feature of 
the natural world, (ii) Descartes' view of life as a mechanism, (iii) Kant's perspective 
of life as organization, (iv) Darwin's revolutionary concept of life as variation and 
evolutionary selection, (v) Ganti's vision of life as a chemoton (i.e., chemical 
automaton) which may be seen as a sublimation of the Descartian, Kantian, and 
(indirectly) Darwinian views, and (vi) the idea that life is an emergence, meaning an 
emergent property of certain specific complex systems. 
 
The main goal of the Course is to offer a deeper understanding of living matter, its 
presumed organic origin, and possible biological destiny. The Organizer will use the 
fact that such a goal is hampered by the initial difficulty (or impossibility) of achieving 
the final philosophical definition of life to present challenging lectures and initiate 
lively debate. Thus, we intentionally start with the difficult question of What Life Is? 
hoping not so much to converge on an answer but to foster a thorough and rewarding 
exploration. The importance of this discourse transcends philosophy and theoretical 
biology. Attempts to de novo synthesize simple living systems as chemical super-
systems are underway. Astrobiological research programs cannot circumvent this bold 
topic either ..." 
 
--- 
 
Lista predavaca (abecednim redoslijedom): 
 
Ned (Nediljko) Budisa, University of Manitoba, Canada 
James R. Griesemer, University of California, Davis, United States 
Franz Klein, University of Vienna, Austria 
Arnon Levy, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel 
Daniel J. Nicholson, George Mason University, United States 
Samir Okasha, University of Bristol, United Kingdom 
Mauro Santos, Autonomous University of Barcelona, Spain 



Eors Szathmary, HUN-REN Centre for Ecological Research, Hungary 
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Srdacan pozdrav, 
 
Organizatori 


